Biographical Information: Robert M. Hirsch
Robert M. Hirsch currently serves as a Research Hydrologist at the USGS.  From 1994 through May 2008, he served as the Chief Hydrologist of the U.S. Geological Survey.  In this capacity, Dr. Hirsch was responsible for all U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) water science programs.  These programs encompass research and monitoring of the nation’s ground water and surface water resources including issues of water quantity as well as quality.  From 2003 - 2010 he has served as the co-chair of the Subcommittee on Water Availability and Quality of the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of the National Science and Technology Council, and in this role he has been instrumental in developing interagency priorities for water science and technology. 

Hirsch earned a Ph.D. from the Johns Hopkins University Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering.  He began his USGS career in 1976 as a hydrologist and has conducted research on water supply, water quality, pollutant transport, and flood frequency analysis.  He had a leading role in the development of several major USGS programs:  1) the National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program: 2) the National Streamflow Information Program (NSIP); and 3) the National Water Information System Web (NWISWeb).  He has received numerous honors from the Federal Government and from non-governmental organizations, including the 2006 American Water Resources Association’s William C. Ackermann Medal for Excellence in Water Management, and has twice been conferred the rank of Meritorious Senior Executive by the President of the United States.  He is a recipient of the USGS “Eugene M. Shoemaker Award for Lifetime Achievement in Communications.”  He is co-author of the textbook “Statistical Methods in Water Resources.”  Dr. Hirsch is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and an active member of the American Geophysical Union and the American Water Resources Association.  He has testified before congressional committees on many occasions and presented keynote addresses at many water-related meetings across the nation. 

Since returning to a research position he has focused his efforts on describing long-term changes in streamflow and water quality.  This includes exploring century-scale trends in flooding nationwide.  It also includes the development of new methods for tracking nutrient transport trends for Chesapeake Bay, Lake Champlain, and the Mississippi River Basin.  A major goal of this research is to improve communication of hydrologic trends in a manner that is helpful to water policy and management.
